


HANDGUN SAFETY AWARENESS 

COURSE

RUN BY:

THE SALE PISTOL CLUB INCORPORATED

WELCOME TO THE

YOUR INSTRUCTORS ARE:

PETER HAYES; WARWICK THORNHILL; SUZANNE RYAN; FRANK RYAN; MICHAEL HYLAND



For reasons of safety, from this point in time 

until the commencement of the live fire practice, 

no studentsor instructor sare to have in their 

possession any live ammunition whatsoever.

All students and instructors mustnow check 

their pockets, bags and any other potential 

repositories where ammunition may be stored.

If any student or instructor has any live 

ammunition with them they must now declare 

the presence of this ammunition and produce it 

for safekeeping.



INTRODUCTION

As you begin this class you are unconsciously 

unskilled.You are unaware that you donôt know. By 

the end of the class you will have advanced to being 

consciously unskilled.

At this point your gun handling skills will probably be 

low with awkward movements, but you know, and 

now you can change it.

Practice will bring steady improvement as you move 

toward becoming consciously skilled.



Prior to handling firearms of any type you must 

be aware of the three laws of gun control.

In the event you have an unintentional 

discharge, which may be at the range or at 

another location, be assured it will be 

frighteningéééééééééé.

IF YOU HAVE NOT OBEYED THE 

THREE LAWS OF GUN CONTROL 

IT COULD BE TRAGIC.



First Law:- THE GUN IS ALWAYS LOADED. Every time you pick 

up or handle a gun, inspect it in a safe manner (incl. Muzzle direction), 

and always treat it as a loaded gun.

Second Law:- NEVER POINT THE GUN AT ANYTHING YOU ARE 

NOT PREPARED TO SHOOT. The only safe way to handle guns is to 

assume the worst case scenario. The empty gun is going to fire. Since 

you are prepared for that, you only point the gun in a safe direction.This 

way, in the event of an unintentional discharge, it will be into a safe 

impact area and there will not be a tragedy.

Third Law:- ALWAYS BE SURE OF YOUR TARGET AND WHAT 

IS BEHIND IT. Bullets can penetrate a number of items before coming 

to a halt. Always identify your target and what is behind it before firing. 

If you are unsure, do not fire.Always ensure there is a safe impact area 

behind your target before firing.



COMMON TYPES OF HANDGUN

Revolvers

The majority of revolvers are six shot breech-loading handguns. A number of centre fire revolvers are currently being 

manufactured with a seven and eight shot capacity and some rim fire revolvers may hold up to eleven rounds.

The majority of revolvers are produced with a solid frame and a swing out type of cylinder having six chambers located around a 

central axis and can be fired either double or single action. Nearly all revolvers may be fired either single action or double action.

Single action refers to a firing sequence when the hammer must be manually cocked and the manipulation of the trigger performs 

only one function, this being the release of the trigger.

Double action refers to a firing sequence when the manipulation of the trigger performs two functions, these being the movement 

of the hammer from the de-cocked position back through the cocked position and then the release of the hammer as per single 

action. 

Some single action type revolvers do not have a swing out cylinder and are loaded/unloaded and checked through a óloading gateô 

located on the right hand side of the frame.

The following sequence forms the safety precautions for a revolver (swing out cylinder)

Hold the revolver with the strong hand, ensuring that your finger is outside the trigger guard.

Release the cylinder catch and swing out the cylinder.

Inspect the cylinder chambers to ensure they are clear of rounds. If rounds are present continue.

Whilst maintaining a safe muzzle direction strike the ejector rod with the palm of the hand.

Inspect the cylinder chambers to ensure they are clear of all rounds.

Hold the revolver in such a manner that the Range Officer is able to inspect the cylinder and confirm that it is clear of 

ammunition.

On the command ñGun clear, hammer down, holsterò (if under the command of a Range Officer), the cylinder is then closed 

and the revolver is holstered.  

NOTE:- It is not necessary to cycle the revolver by depressing the trigger to ólowerô the hammer.



Smith & Wesson Mod. 686 

.357mag Stainless Steel Revolver


